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Laughs Galore Have Washed Ashore
Jim is back with a new crew of castaways!
Jim Noland is back, and he’s brought a few new friends to help get 
everyone off the island. Join them as they review every VBS Point in 
a fun and easy way!

How to Use This Closing Production
Congratulations! Most of the work in preparing your Shipwrecked 
Closing Production is done. Kids already know the songs, you 
already have most of the props, and your main character has been 
there all week. You’re in ship shape!

This Shipwrecked Closing Production is flexible. Kids and staff who 
have been a part of your Shipwrecked VBS can perform it for a 
special wrap-up event, such as a family-night program, a Sunday 
morning service, or a special Sunday school program. The closing 
production is easy to prepare. Simply follow these steps.

1.  Collect and create costumes and props. You’ll need the 
Castaway Sing & Play Music DVD and a projection system for the 
songs. The characters will also need the clothes described in the 
character profiles beginning on page 2. 

2.  Cast your castaways. For the sake of continuity, the person 
playing Jim Noland during VBS should continue in his role. The 
remaining roles can be assigned to older children and adults who 
have been involved in Shipwrecked VBS.

3.  Practice with your actors. Communicate to your VBS kids that 
they will be coming forward and leading the audience in singing 
at various points.

4.  Use clip art to decorate fliers, bulletins, and posters to 
publicize the event. Check out the Shipwrecked Clip Art & 
Resources CD for an ocean of awesome clip art! Send information 
home with children during Shipwrecked VBS so families will be 
sure to come to this exciting event, and be sure kids know when 
to arrive, especially if you want them to come a little early.

Tidal Tip
You might want to serve 
refreshments following 
the production. If so, 
meet with the Tropical 
Treats Leader and choose 
a snack from VBS. Set 
out the ingredients, and 
let audience members 
assemble and enjoy 
their snacks!
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Set and Props
Just keep the main stage the same way it was for the week of 
Shipwrecked VBS. See? We told you this was easy!

The Characters:
Leader: (Either the Castaway Sing & Play Leader or the VBS Director) 
He or she is happy and excited to be there.

Suggested costume: Shipwrecked staff T-shirt, cap, and jeans…or 
whatever he or she wore during VBS. 

Jim Noland: Jim—hapless and bumbling castaway—is the same old 
lovable friend kids met at Shipwrecked VBS. 

Suggested costume: Jim has been rescued, so his clothes should 
look fresh and new. Something outdoorsy such as cargo pants and 
a T-shirt would be appropriate. He’ll need shoes and only one sock 
(he’ll put on his lost sock later).

Alan Chatwood: Alan is a new friend. This “take-charge” search-
and-rescue leader has a lot of worries. (But you would, too, if you 
had his job!) 

Suggested costume: Alan wears outdoor gear such as cargo pants 
or jeans, a shirt that says “Rescue” on it, and a hat or vest that 
identifies him as a search-and-rescue worker.

Erica: Erica is a flighty 20-something who almost ruins the entire 
rescue operation.

Suggested costume: Erica is dressed in hip clothes that aren’t very 
search-and-rescue friendly, such as sandals, a small purse, and a 
sundress. She’ll need a cellphone.

Shipwreck Survivors: These awesome elementary helpers aid the 
Leader in leading the song motions. 

Suggested costume: Have kids wear their VBS T-shirts.

Supplies
• character outfits

• pink or “blingy” 
cellphone for Erica

• backpack for Alan

•  large leaf (this could 
be made from paper)

• flat piece of tree bark

• sock that fits Jim

•  Castaway Sing & Play 
Music DVD

•  DVD player and 
projection system
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The Script
Leader: (To audience) Welcome, everybody! First, I want to thank 
you all for making this week of Shipwrecked VBS such a success. 
Now can I have my Shipwreck Survivors come up to help me sing 
our theme song?
Shipwreck Survivors join the Leader onstage.

DVD Play “Never Let Go of Me” from the Castaway Sing  
& Play DVD. 

Leader: Nice job! Now, those of you who have been here all week 
know that we weren’t stranded all alone on this island. Our 
friend Jim Noland was stranded here after his skydiving trip went 
horribly wrong. But during our last day of VBS, a plane came and 
rescued Jim! I was hoping Jim might send some help back for—
Jim enters and waves to audience and Shipwreck Survivors.

Jim: Hey, everyone!
Leader: Jim! (Jim and Leader hug and give a goofy, involved 
handshake.) It’s so good to see you…but what are you doing here? 
Did you try to go skydiving again?
Jim: (Shakes head emphatically) No way, no how! My skydiving days 
are over. I’m here to rescue the rest of you guys. (Motions offstage) 
I guided a team of search-and-rescue experts to the island so we 
can take all of you home!
Leader: Wow! Jim, thank you for coming back.
Jim: Oh, you’re so welcome! I know how lonely this island can get. 
I wouldn’t want anyone else to feel that way. (Embarrassed) That, 
plus I felt bad for taking up the only other seat on the airplane 
with all the coconuts I could carry back home. 
Leader: I’m not gonna lie—the coconut thing was low. But you 
don’t have to worry about us being lonely. We all have each other. 
And don’t you remember what we talked about when we first 
met? When you’re lonely…Jesus rescues!
Jim: C’mon…you’re telling me you never got lonely on this island? 
Because I know I did.
Leader: Oh, I still get lonely, but when I feel that way, I can rest in 
the fact that Jesus is with me. He knows me better and loves me 
more than anyone else ever could. Jesus is always holding on to us!
Jim: That would get me through a day when I feel all alone.
Leader: Maybe a song will help remind you. Let’s sing “I Am.” My 
Shipwrecked Survivors can come up and give us a hand.
Shipwrecked Survivors enter.
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DVD Lead everyone in singing “I Am” from the Castaway Sing 
& Play Music DVD.

Shipwrecked Survivors exit.

Jim: Wow, being back in civilization has been great and all, but I 
did miss you guys.
Leader: We missed you, too, Jim!
Alan calls from offstage.

Alan: Jim! Where’d you go?
Jim: (Waves) I’m over here, Alan!
Alan bolts onstage and begins yelling at Jim.

Alan: There you are! You had me worried sick! Where did you go? 
Why didn’t you tell me? (Looks around) Who are these people? Are 
they strangers? Did you talk to them? Did they offer you some 
candy? Did you take their candy? Are you hurt? Do you have…
Jim: (Motions for Alan to calm down) Whoa, whoa, whoa! Alan, I’m 
right here, buddy. I’m okay, I’m o-kay! (Alan opens his mouth to ask 
more questions, but Jim claps his hand over Alan’s mouth. Jim then 
introduces the Leader by name.)

Jim: This is Alan Chatwood. He leads the search-and-rescue team. 
He’s one of the best in the business—they say he actually has 
found a needle in a haystack! (Stage whispers to the Leader) But 
he’s a bit of a worrywart. 
Alan: (Starts to get angry; then his anger turns to anxiety) Worrywart? 
I’m not a worrywart. Wait, (looks at his hands and arms) do I have 
worry warts? (Points to a place on his arm) Is that one?
Jim: (Looks closely) Um, no. That’s a freckle.
Alan: (Ignoring Jim’s answer) Oh no! Are they contagious? (Jumps 
back) Stand back! I’ll get you all sick! Where’s my first-aid kit? 
(Begins to open his backpack) There’s no time! I’m sure it’s fatal.
Alan pulls the neck of his shirt over his mouth in a makeshift face mask 
and jumps away from Jim and the Leader.

Jim: (To Leader) See what I mean?
Jim approaches Alan and pulls his shirt away from his face.

Jim: Alan! Snap out of it! You’re fine. I just meant that you worry. 
A lot!
Leader: You know, Jim, you should tell him about what you 
learned when you were worried about a certain toe-eating snail...
Jim: Good call! Listen up, Alan. We all worry sometimes—it’s 
normal, but when you worry…Jesus rescues! There’s always going 
to be something for you to worry about, but Jesus is so much 
bigger and so much greater than all those things.



5

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Shipwrecked VBS granted for local church use.  
Copyright © 2018 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs

Leader: (To Alan) When our faith is in the God who created the entire 
universe (motions up, toward the sky), what’s there to be afraid of? (To 
Shipwrecked Survivors) Let’s all sing “Won’t Worry ’Bout a Thing.”
Shipwrecked Survivors come up to help lead.

DVD Lead everyone in singing “Won’t Worry ’Bout a Thing” 
from the Castaway Sing & Play Music DVD. Then have 
Shipwrecked Survivors sit down.

Alan: Okay…I suppose it couldn’t hurt to chill out a bit. Believing 
in someone so powerful must be comforting.
Jim: It is! Especially since he loves us all so much. (Looks offstage) 
Hey, where’s the rest of the search-and-rescue team?
Alan: Oh, I was worried they’d get lost, so I had them all stay in 
one safe spot. First rule of search-and-rescue…don’t get lost in 
the first place, right?
Leader: Um, Alan, do you remember where that spot was?
Alan: Pffft…come on! What sort of search-and-rescue leader 
would I be if I couldn’t find where I left my own team? I have it 
marked right here on my map. (Reaches into his pocket and pulls out 
a sock.) Wait! This isn’t my map!
Jim: Hey, you found my sock! You are good at search and rescue!
Alan starts patting his pockets and vest, feeling for the map. Then he 
starts rummaging around in his backpack. Meanwhile, Jim takes the 
sock and puts it on his foot.

Leader: Wait…so you’re telling me you left your team behind so 
they wouldn’t get lost, and then you lost the map telling you how 
to get back to them? So now everyone is lost!
Alan: Hey, take it easy! That map is probably around here 
somewhere. We just have to look.
Jim, Alan, and the Leader search around the set for the map. Alan 
searches behind part of the set. Jim picks up a large leaf.

Jim: Found it! Oh…never mind. Just a leaf.
Leader: Found it! Oh wait…nope. Just some tree bark.
Leader holds up a flat piece of tree bark.

Alan: Found it! Oh…never mind. It’s just a…what is that? 
OWWWWWW!
Alan hops around the stage holding his finger. 

Leader: What is it?
Alan: (Points to the ground behind a part of the scenery) That was 
the biggest crab I’ve ever seen! And it pinched me!
Leader: Let me take a look.
Leader inspects Alan’s injured finger.
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Leader: I think you’re going to be fine, but we have to keep 
looking. I don’t want to spend another day on this island! Life 
here is a constant struggle! We have to find water, find food, 
build fires and shelters, the mosquitoes are terrible at night, and 
the sunburns are terrible during the day!
Jim: And don’t even get me started on the monkeys! (Looks around 
a little nervously.) Trust me, I know firsthand how hard life can be 
here. When things seemed really rough, it helped me to hear that 
when you struggle…Jesus rescues! Things might be hard, but we 
aren’t alone.
Leader: You’re right, Jim. Thanks for the reminder. 
Jim: Anytime. I figure I owe you a few. I remember that when I 
met you, you guys sang a song about how God was always with 
us, even in the eye of a storm—like, when life is crazy around you.
Leader: Oh yeah! That might give us a little comfort and hope 
while we’re stranded. Let’s sing “Eye of the Storm.”
Shipwreck Survivors enter. 

DVD Lead everyone in singing “Eye of the Storm” from the 
Castaway Sing & Play Music DVD. 

Shipwreck Survivors exit.

Erica begins shouting from offstage.

Erica: Jim! Alan! Yoo-hoo! Fellas? Is that you?
Alan: (Waving wildly offstage) Erica! We’re over here!
Erica enters.

Erica: There you guys are! You were gone for so long that the rest 
of us got a little worried. Then I heard some music, so I thought, 
maybe Jim and Alan just ditched us so they could have their own 
little dance party, and I was all like “uh-uh…no, if there’s a dance 
party, I’m so there.” And here you are! (Squeals with delight) Let’s 
take a selfie!
Erica whips out her phone and poses for a selfie, which she looks at on 
the cellphone screen as soon as she’s done.

Erica: Oh yeah…that is totes going on the social when we get 
service again. (Annoyed) Whenever that might be! This island is so 
lame…no Wi-Fi, no pools, the beach is crawling with gross crabs. 
Can we go soon?
Alan: Everyone, this is our search-and-rescue intern, Erica. Erica, 
you shouldn’t have left the group like that. But…actually, I’m 
glad you did. Now you can lead us back!
Erica: Oh, for sure, boss! But first I need to tell you something. 
Erica looks down, a little nervously.
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Alan: (Sighs) What is it this time, Erica? Did you break a nail? Or 
run out of hairspray?
Erica: Er, no. You know that helicopter we flew here on?
Alan: (Begins panicking) Oh no…what about it?
Erica: Well, the pilot went off to find water and told me (imitates 
a gruff pilot, shaking her finger and speaking in a low voice) not to 
touch anything on the helicopter. (Returns to her own voice) He’s 
so bossy! But my phone was running a little low on battery, so 
I thought I’d just plug it in to charge. And, um, when I plugged 
it into what looked like a USB port—(annoyed) that should have 
been labeled or whatever—things kind of started smoking and 
sparking and making some totally unpleasant noises. I mean, I 
know I should have listened to him…but I was just so mad that he 
was bossing me around. Anyway, when he got back, the pilot said 
I broke something with a really long name. Aaand, it’s kind of not 
something he can fix. 
Alan gives a squeak of horror and covers his mouth.

Alan: Now no one is getting off this island! Including me! And 
I really don’t want to sleep on the ground with all these crabs 
crawling around. (Walks around, picking up his feet carefully as if he 
might step on a crab.)

Erica: I’m so, so, so super sorry. I should have listened to the 
pilot and obeyed him! He just made me mad. I’m so sorry! I really 
messed up. And now I’m going to be stuck without cell service 
foreverrrrrr…
Erica begins crying. The Leader begins to comfort her.

Leader: We all mess up. Jim, do you mind filling Erica in on the 
fourth thing you learned?
Jim: Oh, this was my favorite! (Walks to Erica; then motions to the 
cast and the audience) Every single one of us does stuff wrong, but 
when you do wrong…Jesus rescues! 
Erica: (Perks up) So Jesus will get us off the island?
Jim: Um, no. Not like that. He rescues us from the wrong things 
we do. When we do wrong things like disobey, tell lies, or say 
mean things, our friend Jesus rescues us by forgiving us. 
Erica: (Sighs) I don’t know…I do a lot of wrong things. I’m a little 
selfish sometimes. And I’ve gossiped about some of my friends. 
And…well, that’s just the beginning.
Jim: You and me both! But Jesus’ love and forgiveness never run 
out! Jesus is always there to be your friend and rescue you when 
you do wrong.
Shipwreck Survivors enter.
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DVD Lead everyone in singing “Rescue Me” from the 
Castaway Sing & Play Music DVD. 

Shipwreck Survivors exit.

Erica: Thanks, guys. I’m feeling better. I get that Jesus rescues 
my heart…but we’re still stuck here on this island. If we could 
somehow get some cell service, we could call for help.
Erica starts moving around the set, finding comical and awkward poses 
to hold her phone up to try to get service.

Alan: (Getting increasingly worried) Just face it—we’re stuck! Stuck 
with a broken helicopter, a cellphone with no service, and a bunch 
of dancing kids, which is really confusing me. (Alan gestures at the 
Shipwreck Survivors.) Where did you all come from? The fact remains 
that we are completely and utterly powerless to get off this island.
Alan kicks a nearby rock, screams, and begins hobbling around.

Jim: Actually…
Alan: Let me guess…when you’re powerless…Jesus rescues!
Jim: Wow! You’re one fast learner.
Alan: Well, there’s kind of a pattern…
Leader: There is a lot that is out of our control, Alan. Sometimes 
there’s just nothing we can do and we have to trust God. That’s 
why I’m glad to know that God is in control of everything! And the 
Bible promises that the same power God used to raise Jesus from 
the dead lives inside of us! 
Jim: Sweet!
Leader:  It is sweet to trust in Jesus’ power! Let’s celebrate that 
right now!
Shipwreck Survivors enter.

DVD Lead everyone in singing “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 
from the Castaway Sing & Play Music DVD. 

Shipwreck Survivors exit.

Erica: (Standing on one of the props, or a chair, in a silly and awkward 
position in an attempt to get cell service.) You guys! You won’t 
believe it! I have a bar!
Erica shows off her phone.

Alan: Give it to me!
Alan grabs the phone and begins making a phone call.

Erica: (Huffing) Hellooo…how rude! I had three pictures that 
I wanted to post on social! No one will believe I’m on an island 
like this!
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Alan excitedly approaches, waving the phone.

Alan: Pack up your things, everybody! We’re getting off this 
island! The pilot fixed the helicopter! We can leave!
Everyone claps high-fives and celebrates! Alan, Jim, and Erica exit.

Leader: Let’s all get ready to go! (To audience) Thanks for being 
here and making this VBS incredible!
Leader exits.

DVD Play “Never Let Go of Me” from the Castaway Sing & 
Play Music DVD.


